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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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3RD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
JANUARY 27, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Listen, God Is Calling,” Anne Krentz Organ  

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
Stand 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us and forms us, 
who redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us.  
Amen. 
Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty and loving God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
seek our own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, 
cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths, the thoughts of 
our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope, and 
love. Amen. 
Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim 

release to the captives.” In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to 
you that your sins are forgiven and you are released. The joy of the Lord 
is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “Listen, God is Calling,” #513 

Leader part sung by cantor/choir. 

Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Gloria 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be 
written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by 
your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of 
eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Sit 

Second Grade Bible Presentation (11:00 only) 
 

From the Old Testament Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the 
Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of 
Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra 
brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 
could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh 
month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women 
and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight 
of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the 
great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their 
faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, 
with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood 
the reading. 
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, 
“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all 
the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said 
to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is 
holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength.” 
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 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

From the Book of Psalms 19 
 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

Tune: Music (C) 1971, World Library Publications Text: The English translation of the Psalm Response from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
 

1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale | to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
3Although they have no | words or language, 
  and their voices | are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the 
ends | of the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about 
to the end of |it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. Refrain 
  
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 
8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the 
        eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.  Refrain 
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From a New Testament letter 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews 
or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If 
the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the 
ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were 
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged 
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a 
single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many 
members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 
need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 
you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we 
think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our 
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged 
the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there 
may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of 
it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, 
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are 
all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do 
all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 4:14-21 
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Gospel Acclamation “Christ, Be Our Light,” #715  

Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 4th chapter of St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, 

and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He 
began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood 
up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave 
it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Tim Rosenberger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” #311 

Confessing our Faith 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering our Prayers 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 
Greet those around you with these or similar words 

Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts (8:30) “One Bread, One Body,”  
Ron Schmoltze 

(11:00) “The Only Son from Heaven,” 
John Behnke 

Stand 
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The Gifts Are Presented “As with Gladness Men of Old,” #302 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At thy cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king. 

 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
In the mystery of the Word made flesh you embrace our lives with 
your great love of humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these 
gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to 
share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sit.   
 

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 

 

 
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” (Song of the Month) #310 

“One Bread, One Body” #496 
 



12 

 

Stand 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Holy Spirit you have knit your 
servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor 
upon us in our commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, 
patience and vision. Strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 
witness to the world, and of service to others through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

A Hymn 
 

“Hark, the Glad Sound!” #239 

 

A Mission 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Hark, the Glad Sound!” Paul Bouman 

 
.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” 

Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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SERVING TODAY 

Preaching Minister – Tim Rosenberger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Linda Herhuth (8:30); Janice Snyder (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Don Braun (8:30); Peggy Schauer (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Kate Durban, Joe King, Lee Vysoky (8:30); 
Eileen Spicer, Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard (11:00) 

 
Acolytes – Gavin Jennings, Bryce Neumann (8:30);  

Alex Rendziak, Leah Vandrasik (11:00) 
 

Cantor – Bethany Kresnye (8:30) 
 

Messiah Choir (11:00) – Directed by Connie Triplett 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Raffee Johns, Trish Kvasnicka (8:30);  
Amy Hunger, Mark Hunger (11:00) 

 
Greeters—Wil & Geri Schuett (8:30); 

Marian Carpenter, Marilyn Sheerer (11:00) 
 

Ushers – Adam Castro, Ed Kus (8:30);  
Grace Hessler, Sam Hessler, Luke Howes,  

Ariana Laurie, Ken Pillivant (11:00) 
 

Altar Guild – Allison Paton, Diane Paton, Bonnie Price 
 

Nursery – Jenna Cvijovic, Lori Cvijovic (11:00) 
 

Trustee – Mike Green 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 For those impacted by the partial government shut-down, including 
the people and families connected with the Messiah Church & 
School 

 In celebration of God's word, and the gift of Bibles to several of our 
2nd grade young people.   Thanksgiving for Deaconess Jeanette's 
teaching and instruction of the Scriptures with them during the 
month of January 

 For the new members class and those who will be joining Messiah 
the weekend of Feb. 9 & 10th 

 For Bob Carpenter, Phil Dudra, Jodi Hoffman, Jim Huetter and all 
who are ill, hospitalized, and recovering from recent surgeries  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 
In memory of Kimberly Ann Kus by her parents 

 

THE PRESENCE CANDLE IS GIVEN 
In memory of Ernest and Mildred Chomos, by the Kus family 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Jan. 26—TIMOTHY, TITUS, and SILAS, St. Paul’s missionary co-workers.   
Jan 27—LYDIA, DORCAS, AND PHOEBE, witnesses to the faith and supporters 
of St. Paul’s ministry.   
Jan. 28—THOMAS AQUINAS, d. 1274, a Dominican priest and one of the 
greatest figures in the history of Western thought.  His theology, a 
correlation of Christian faith and the philosophy of Aristotle, continues 
to be enormously influential, especially in Roman Catholic circles.   
 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Jeremiah 1:4-10, Psalm 71:1-6, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

 We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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